Highland Environment Forum newsletter 
22 November 2022
Woods, trees and travelling bees

Dear Highland Environment Forum members,

There are a number of interesting tree and woodland events coming up in the next few weeks:

· 24 Nov @ 19.00 - 20.00 High Life Highland online, Woodland Mammals, Past, Present and Future 

· 29 Nov @ 10.30 - 11.30, Community Woodlands Association, A Beginner’s Guide to Trees & Carbon 

· 29 Nov @ 19.00  - 20.00 Trees and carbon credits on your farm.  

· 6 Dec @ 10.00 - 11.00 Protecting our Trees and Forests at a time of challenging diseases Highland Environment Forum online event from Scottish Forestry Tree Health Team  

· 6 Dec @ 18.00 - 19.00 Integrating Trees Network: Tea and Trees with Crofters
· 15 Dec @ 18.30 - 19.30 Boreal Pinewoods, Saranne Bish, High Life Highland Ranger

Funding
· North Highland Initiative grants are for:  community infrastructure projects -  including e.g. wildflower meadows and other nature action, path or trail improvements. Energy support - to help with the running cost of any community project that is meeting issues with increased costs. 

· Scottish Community Alliance, Community Learning Exchange grants - for communities to learn through the exchange of ideas and the sharing of common solutions. (you need to be in one of the member networks)

News
· Four Nation Call for Nature to Remain at Top of Government Agenda
· Scottish Marine Environmental Enhancement Fund  

· Ten amazing wins for nature at RSPB Nature of Scotland Awards
Blogs
· Environmental Rights Centre for Scotland, Sewage sludge spreading – the harm and fight for improved regulation 

· Affric Highlands: wilder rivers to boost climate change resilience, Rewilding Europe

· The town helping to save rare Highland flower
Research
· Identifying priority areas to manage mobile bottom fishing on seabed carbon in the UK, Exeter University 

· What habitat features are important to breeding yellowhammer? Game and Wildlife Conservation Trust

· Plant roots change shape and branch out for water University of Nottingham

· Social bees travel greater distances for food than their solitary counterparts, University of Bristol

· Planting Urban Trees Can Save Lives, Barcelona Institute for Global Health

· Resource for Understanding How Environmental Exposures in Early Life Affect our Health, Barcelona Institute for Global Health

Report
· A greenhouse gas emissions assessment and target scenario for the Cairngorms National Park
Consultations
· Building a Plant Biodiversity Strategy for Scotland. Closes 27 Nov

· Public Consultation for Caithness and Sutherland Peatlands. Closes 29 Nov

· Stakeholder consultation on the selection criteria and approach to National Parks in Scotland. Closes 30 Nov 

· Wildlife Management (Grouse Moor) Bill. Closes 8 Dec

Jobs
· NatureScot, Wetland Ecology Adviser. Closing date 23 Nov 

· RSPB, Community Project Manager, Contract to March 2024. Closing date 24 Nov 

· Àban Business Manager (Graduate). Àban 'runs Scotland's only independent DofE Open Award group, an outdoor club for Young Carers and an innovative Adventurous Learning programme in local schools'. Closing date 25 Nov 

· Green Health Partnership Development Officer. Contract to Sept 2023. Closing date 27 NovGreen Hive, Nairn, Operations Officer (Seaman's Hall). Closing date 28th Nov 

· NatureScot, Marine Sustainability Adviser. Closing date 28 Nov 

· Trees for Life, Dunreggan Education and Experience Assistant Closing date 30 Nov 

· RSPB, Senior Site Manager - Forsinard Flows Reserve. Closing date 1 Dec 

· RSPB, Senior Conservation Officer - South Highland (Cairngorms). Closing date 30 Nov 

· National Trust for Scotland, Corrieshalloch Gorge Ranger. Closing date 2 Dec

· Scottish Communities Climate Action Network (SCCAN) CIC
Interim Operations Manager. Closing date 1 Dec

· RSPB, Warden, Sunart Reserves Glenborrodale. Closing date 17 Dec

Events
November
· 23 Nov @ 19.30 in Nairn Community Centre Highland Bats, Katy Martin

· 23  Nov @ 11.00 - 12.00 A Short Walk into Nature – Strontian. For more information and to book contact: eilidh-ann.phillips@highlifehighland.com
· 23 Nov @ 14.00 - 15.30, Community Land Scotland: 
Meet The Pioneers: Landscape Scale Ecological Restoration 

· 24 Nov @ 11.00 - 12.00,  Lily Loch Walk, Muir of Ord. For more information and to book, contact marcia.rae2@highlifehighland.com 

· 24 Nov @ 19.00 - 20.00 High Life Highland online, Woodland Mammals, Past, Present and Future 

· 24 Nov @ 19.30, Sleat Community Trust, Kelp Crofting - see attached poster. Contact environment@sleat.org.uk for zoom link 

· 25 Nov @ 11.00 - 15.00 Badenoch & Strathspey, Healthy Minds Group. For more information and to book contact:  saranne.bish@highlifehighland.com 07818 588 222 

· 29 Nov @ 10.30 - 11.30, Community Woodlands Association, A Beginner’s Guide to Trees & Carbon 

· 29 Nov @ 18.00 - 20.00 Environmental Rights Centre for Scotland: What we do and why we do it.
· 29 Nov @ 19.00  - 20.00 Trees and carbon credits on your farm. Hear and discuss what the Woodland Carbon Code is, how it works, and what is eligible. 

December
· 1 Dec @ 14.00 - 15.00 and 19.00 - 20.00 North Highlands and Islands Climate Hub: Net Zero Strategy Workshop 

· 1 Dec @ 18.30 - 20.00 Moray Firth Coastal Partnership online AGM and guest speakers 

· 1 Dec @ 19.30 Lochaber Environmental Group AGM. Venue TBC 

· 6 Dec @ 10.00 - 11.00 Protecting our Trees and Forests at a time of challenging diseases Highland Environment Forum online event from Scottish Forestry Tree Health Team 

· 6 Dec @ 18.00 - 19.00 Integrating Trees Network: Tea and Trees with Crofters: A chance to chat about planting trees on your croft - come and share your experiences and put your questions to specialists from Scottish Forestry and The Woodland Trust, Croft Woodland Project. 

· 7 Dec @ 11.00 - 12.00, A Short Walk into Nature – Strontian. For more information and to book contact: eilidh-ann.phillips@highlifehighland.com 

· 7 Dec @ 19.25 - 21.00, Scottish Wildlife Trust: Conservation and the future for freshwater pearl mussels in Scotland 

· 9 Dec @ 11.00 - 15.00, Badenoch & Strathspey Healthy Minds Group
For more information and to book contact saranne.bish@highlifehighland.com 07818 588 222 

· 14 Dec @ 16.00 - 17.00 Badenoch & Strathspey: Stories Round the Fire: Stickman. For more information and to book, contact:  saranne.bish@highlifehighland.com 07818 588 222

· 14 Dec @ 19.30, Nairn Naturalists Trust, Wildlife Tracks and Signs with Dan Puplett, Nairn Community Centre 

· 15 Dec @ 18.30 - 19.30 Boreal Pinewoods, Saranne Bish, High Life Highland Ranger 

· 15 Dec @ 19.30, Otters: Ecology and Conservation, Dr. Paul Yoxon (International Otter Survival Fund). Lochinver Village Hall and online.  Email assyntwildlife@gmail.com for zoom link.

January
· 12 Jan @19.00 - 20.00 The Wildlife of Assynt's Woodlands, Andy Summers, High Life Highland Ranger 

· 25 Jan @ 19.00 - 20.30 Winter Tree ID webinar  with Dan Puplett

· 25 Jan @ 19.30 Nairn Naturalists Trust, Dragonflies of the Highlands with Jonathon Willet, Nairn Community Centre

With regards,

Caroline   Caroline Vawdrey   (1.5 days per week)   T. 01381 600243
The Forum is funded by Highland Council and Scottish Forestry, and supported by NatureScot, and was established to provide an arena for discussion, networking and action on environmental subjects. 

To do this the Forum works to:
· Foster and coordinate activity on environmental matters

· Take forward relevant actions identified in the Highland Outcome Improvement Plan and be a valuable source of practical advice

· Identify, and respond to, emerging environmental agendas

· Provide a link between local groups and national strategies, action plans and reporting

· Raise awareness and promote good practice on environmental issues

We hold two full Forum meetings a year,  and facilitate field meetings and discussion groups.

www.highlandenvironmentforum.info
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